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Katherine	  Xu	  is	  a	  senior	  biotechnology	  analyst	  at	  William	  Blair	  &	  Company	  
based	  in	  New	  York.	  Prior	  to	  joining	  William	  Blair,	  Katherine	  was	  senior	  vice	  
president	  and	  senior	  biotechnology	  analyst	  at	  Wedbush	  Securities,	  vice	  
president	  and	  senior	  biotechnology	  analyst	  at	  Credit	  Suisse,	  and	  senior	  
biotechnology	  analyst	  at	  Pacific	  Growth	  Equities.	  Katherine	  was	  recognized	  
by	  the	  Financial	  Times/StarMine	  “World’s	  Top	  Analysts”	  listing,	  ranking	  No.	  
7	  overall	  for	  stock-‐picking	  in	  the	  United	  States	  for	  2010,	  and	  by	  the	  Wall	  
Street	  Journal	  “Best	  on	  the	  Street”	  survey,	  ranking	  No.	  2	  for	  stock-‐picking	  in	  
biotechnology	  for	  2011.	  	  
	  
Before	  her	  move	  to	  equity	  research,	  Katherine	  was	  vice	  president	  of	  
investment	  banking	  at	  Petkevich	  &	  Partners,	  a	  boutique	  investment	  
banking	  firm	  in	  San	  Francisco	  focused	  on	  the	  life	  sciences	  industry,	  where	  
she	  advised	  companies	  on	  a	  variety	  of	  engagements	  including	  mergers	  and	  
acquisitions,	  workouts,	  spinouts,	  and	  private	  placements.	  	  
	  
Katherine	  holds	  a	  Ph.D.	  in	  developmental	  biology	  and	  a	  Ph.D.	  minor	  in	  
engineering-‐economic	  systems	  and	  operations	  research	  from	  Stanford	  
University	  Schools	  of	  Medicine	  and	  Engineering,	  respectively,	  and	  worked	  
on	  a	  postdoctoral	  project	  in	  bioinformatics	  at	  the	  Department	  of	  
Mathematics,	  Stanford	  University.	  She	  attended	  Peking	  University	  in	  Beijing	  
before	  transferring	  to	  Kalamazoo	  College	  in	  Michigan	  in	  her	  junior	  year,	  
where	  she	  gained	  her	  B.A.	  with	  honors.	  	  
	  



Besides	  serving	  on	  the	  board	  of	  directors	  for	  The	  1990	  Institute	  since	  2001,	  
Katherine	  also	  serves	  as	  director	  of	  the	  board	  for	  the	  Overseas	  Young	  
Chinese	  Forum.	  	  
	  


